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GLOSSARY

Definition of terms used in this Arrangement to ensure a common understanding:
Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS)

The navigation information system designed to meet the requirements of marine navigation, which is considered the legal equivalent of the nautical chart, displaying selected information from an electronic navigational chart (ENC) integrated with data from positional and, optionally, other sensors.

Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC)

A database, standardised as to content, structure and format, issued for use with ECDIS on the authority of government authorised Hydrographic Offices (HOs). It contains all chart information necessary for safe navigation and may contain supplementary information in addition to that contained in the paper chart (e.g. sailing directions), which may be considered necessary for safe navigation.

ENC Services

The supply of ENCs and ENC updates, issued officially on the authority of the government-authorised Hydrographic Offices (HOs), designed to satisfy the requirements of international shipping in compliance with the relevant IMO resolutions and IHO standards.  Such services are made available by Value Added Resellers.

IMO SOLAS Convention

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea developed by the IMO. The contracting governments undertake to promulgate all laws, decrees, orders and regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the present Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, from the point of view of safety of life, a ship is fit for the service for which it is intended.

IMO Performance Standards for ECDIS

Minimum performance requirements for ECDIS, adopted by IMO 23 November 1995 as Assembly Resolution and published as Annex to IMO Resolution A817(19)
(15 December 1995 and its later amendments).

International Hydrographic Organization (IHO)

Inter-governmental organisation with the object of:

· Coordinating the activities of the national HOs,

· Achieving the greatest possible uniformity in nautical charts and documents,

· Adopting reliable and efficient methods of carrying out and exploiting hydrographic surveys,

· Developing the sciences in the field of hydrography and the techniques employed in descriptive oceanography.

Its International Convention entered into force in 1970. It has a secretariat, the International Hydrographic Bureau (IHB), located in Monaco.

International Maritime Organization (IMO)

The specialised organisation of the United Nations responsible among others to provide machinery for cooperation among Governments in the field of governmental regulation and practices relating to technical matters of all kinds affecting shipping engaged in international trade, and to encourage the general adoption of the highest practicable standards in matters concerning maritime safety and efficiency of navigation.

Issuing Authority

The official agency which issues the ENCs and ENC updates validated to comply with the relevant standards and quality requirements.

Regional Electronic Navigational Chart Coordinating Centre (RENC)

In the Worldwide Electronic Navigational Chart Data Base (WEND) the regional node being responsible, as an Issuing Authority, for official ENCs and official ENC updates compiled from national ENC data.

Value Added Reseller

An organisation that markets and distributes services which include the ENCs supplied by IC-ENC, and which are designed in such a way that they add overall value for the user, for example by bundling complementary navigational products together within a single and tailored licensing structure.

Waters

Area of sea of national jurisdiction for which a HO normally compiles nautical charts from original source data.

WEND (Worldwide Electronic Navigational Chart Data Base) 

The concept of a common, worldwide database of ENCs, produced to IHO standards, designed specifically to meet the needs of international maritime traffic using ECDIS which conform to the IMO Performance Standards for ECDIS.

PREAMBLE

The National Hydrographic Offices that have signed this Arrangement,

hereinafter called the Participants

Noting the obligations placed on contracting Governments by Chapter V of the SOLAS Convention that came into force on 1 July 2002.
Noting that in order to ensure the greatest level of harmonisation and consistency in the establishment of ENC Services to international shipping, the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) Member States have agreed the WEND concept and a set of associated WEND Principles;

Having considered that the best way to implement the WEND Principles for their ENC Services is to supply their ENCs officially through IC-ENC in accordance with the provisions of separate Bilateral Arrangements signed between each of the Participants and the operator of IC-ENC;

Noting that IC-ENC has been established and is operated by the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office (UKHO) for and on behalf of the Participants;

Have agreed to cooperate as set out in this Arrangement.
PROVISIONS

Article I
Purpose, Objectives and Scope of the Arrangement
1. The purpose of this Arrangement is to continue and strengthen the cooperation of the Participants.
2. The objective of this Arrangement is to establish a RENC, which is controlled by a  Steering Committee, to:
2.1
Jointly decide methods and policies that enable the Participants to cooperate in coordinating and harmonising the production of their ENCs and ENC updates to ensure the integration, uniformity, timeliness and quality of the data needed to:

2.1.1
Satisfy the requirements of international shipping in the carriage and use of electronic navigational charts that meet the relevant standards of the IMO and the IHO;

2.1.2
Contribute to the safety of navigation, the protection of the environment and the effective operation of maritime activities.

2.2
Oversee and review the operation of IC-ENC.
Article II
Terms of Reference for the Steering Committee
Membership
1. The IC-ENC Steering Committee (SC) consists of all Participants.
Scope
2. The scope of the SC and its Working Groups will include technical and business issues related to the production, validation and distribution of ENCs and ENC updates, and the operation of IC-ENC.
Tasks
3. The SC will supervise the operation of IC-ENC and provide assistance, advice and guidance to the operator of IC-ENC on the development and operation of IC-ENC to ensure that it meets its objectives.
4. The SC will agree solutions on issues related to the harmonisation of ENC production policies between the Participants, tasking a Technical Working Group to discuss and agree recommendations on technical issues surrounding the content and application of ENCs.  The SC will approve the Terms of Reference for the Technical Working Group.

5. The SC will gather feedback from appointed VARs and use this feedback to provide guidance to Participants on future ENC production plans, and to recommend a wholesale price for the ENCs for consideration by Participants.  The SC will approve the Terms of Reference for the Commercial Working Group.
6. The SC will establish, task and disband, any other subordinate bodies as deemed necessary to accomplish specific tasks or to carry out specific functions.  

7. The SC will keep the cost base of IC-ENC under review and arrange audits when necessary.
8. The SC will monitor and assess the experiences accruing from operating IC-ENC and employing the WEND Principles as well as other IHO Standards and Regulations, and suggest any improvements to IHO.
Administration

9. The SC will elect its own Chairman for a period of two years.  IC-ENC will provide the Secretariat for the SC.
Meetings
10. The SC will hold an annual meeting at the end of August or beginning of September.  Other meetings may be held to consider urgent business at the request of the Chairman.  An agenda shall be circulated to all Participants not later than 2 weeks before the date fixed for each meeting.  Business not on the agenda shall only be dicussed by special permission of the Chairman.  Between meetings, business may be continued through correspondence.
11. The SC may grant Observer status to other organisations as required.
12. Representatives from the IC-ENC organisation will attend the SC meetings to report on the operation of IC-ENC.
Voting

13. Each Participant will have one vote.  A quorum will exist when at least two thirds of the Participants are present.  No decision will be made at a meeting unless a quorum exists and unless the issue was listed in the agenda for the SC meeting.
14. All decisions will be made by a simple majority of votes except when there is a proposal to change this Cooperation Arrangement, when a two thirds majority decision of all Participants will be required.  In the case of voting carried out by correspondence, failure to reply shall be interpreted as approval but no decisions to change this Cooperation Arrangement will be made by correspondence.
Article III
Costs of Participation
1. Each Participant will cover its own costs arising from participating in the cooperation under this Arrangement, unless otherwise agreed between the Participants.  This does not include any financial responsibility for operating IC-ENC other than that agreed in the Bilateral Arrangement with the UKHO.
Article IV
Claims AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS
1. The Participants will promptly inform each other of any developments, claims or other important issues concerning this Arrangement and the execution of it.
Article V
Accession to the Arrangement

1. The operator of IC-ENC will inform the SC Chairman on the signing of a new Bilateral Arrangement with another HO related to the provision of ENCs to IC-ENC.  On receipt of such notification, the SC Chairman will formally invite the HO to consider joining the Participants under this Arrangement.
Article VI
Execution of this Arrangement

1. This Arrangement is written in English. The original signed copy will be retained within IC-ENC.
2. Fulfilling the provisions of the Arrangement is subject to national laws and regulations.
3. If a Participant becomes unable to fulfil the provisions of the Arrangement, it will promptly notify the other Participants.
Article VII
Settlement of Disputes

1. Any disputes regarding the interpretation and implementation of this Arrangement will be resolved only by consultation among the Participants.
Article VIII
Withdrawal and Termination

1. In the event that a Participant finds it necessary to withdraw from the Arrangement, the following procedure will apply:
· The withdrawing Participant must consult with the other Participants about the reasons for and consequences of the withdrawal and the possibility of preventing it, before it presents a formal notice of withdrawal.

· The formal notice of withdrawal must be given in writing to all other Participants, and must give a period of notice of three months.

· The withdrawing Participant will meet in full its commitments up to the effective date of withdrawal.

2. The Participants will jointly decide on the arrangements necessary to effect the dissolution of the activities covered by the Arrangement.
Article IX
Effective date and Signature

1. The Arrangement will become effective for every new Participant upon signature. Signature is given on a separate "Record of Accession", contained in the annex to this Arrangement.
ANNEX

RECORD OF ACCESSION

The following HO has joined the Cooperation Arrangement for IC-ENC:

	Name of HO: ...............................................................................................................................
Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Name of signatory: ………………………………………………………………………………………
Date of Accession: ……………………………………………………………………………………….
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